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ABSTRACT: This paper will investigate new economies of laage as a “critical new model of urban
form and development practice for urban design @fmhning” as being applied in post-disaster
reconstruction in Sichuan province. Specificalgplogical urbanism through the lense of the rettoason

of resettlement villages and master planning wéllilvestigated through two precedent studies, ditiad

to design research from the outcome of a collab@atudio between USF SACD and Tongji Urban
Planning students held in July 2009.
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INTRODUCTION

The earthquake that occurred in Sichuan proving8hima, May 2008, in many instances permanently
transformed the physical landscapes of the affeateds.

Both natural landscapes and ecological systems wepacted, as were the urban and physical
infrastructure systems. One of the cities locatledest to the earthquake, Dujianyan City, has pfthe
region’s sophisticated system irrigation works dgkles running right into its center. Many of thejiBayan
Irrigation Works’ buildings resemble the traditidi@zhinese wood temples that occupy a significamt pa
the cultural landscape. Their presence is partiljulymbolic of the cultural landscape and identfythe
region, since the irrigation system was built 2,868rs ago during the era of the Warring States.shistem
made Sichuan the richest agricultural area in Chtthough declared a World Heritage City for taumi in
2000 by the Chinese government, the region up tiiearthquake remained primarily agricultdral.

Aspects of the current design strategies beingeémphted in the post-disaster reconstruction area ar
ones of the changing of the area’s economies dfslzape, and thus generating a new urban form,hanést
generated by the valorization of the environmerd sregration of ecological urbanism principleshist
new urban form, based on a new urban economy whielgrates ecology, is sympathetic with a pre-Mao
feng-shui consciousness and a symbiotic relatipngldétween man and the environment implicit in
traditional Chinese planning practices. This isopposition to Mao’s focus on economic development
through the industrialization of cities and rutahdiscapes.

In Sichuan's post-disaster reconstruction, previtarsd use patterns have shifted from those of
predominantly agricultural ones, into those basedeco-tourism and the valorization of cultural and
vernacular landscapes. As part of the larger Newidhb Village policy of the Chinese governmentpfiar’s
land is being re-designated in use as farmersetweated and re-housed in the city. As they ttemmsirom
rural to urban dwellers, their jobs also changethte new eco-tourism industry from farming. More
sustainable land use patterns are being implemesteth as those of compact cities and urban agigpaga
models. Additionally, ecological and landscapetays are preserved and not allowed to be redewtlope

! The body of the discussion is adopted from amlartiritten by the author featured in Topos Intéovel
Landscape and Urbanism Magazine 66-Landscape §aatéarch 2009, “The Wolong Masterplan”.
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upon. How might this strategy of shifting the eoonies of landscape serve as a new model of urbdioism
other new cities in China and the world where uidation is rapidly occurring as she continues toanize

at an unprecedented rate? What strategies migbtripdoyed in order to recalibrate the redevelopnoént
these areas which minimizes the urban footprinttlm landscape within the framework of ecological
urbanism? How can ecological tourism and, subsafyjaurbanism and infrastructure, manage precious
natural resources through land use patterns thaimizie the disruption to larger landscape systents a
ecologies? How might ecological systems be implaatemcross a spectrum of scales of urbanism and
economies of scale in the landscape from the sdalee master planning and infrastructure to thagieof

the housing in these resettlement villages andaiges?

This paper will investigate the new economies afl&cape as a “critical new model of urban form and
development and practice for urban design and pigithas being applied in post-disaster reconstruction i
Sichuan province. Specifically, this new economyg aew urban form will be examined through two case
studies. Finally, design research leading to #anelbpment of a new model of urbanism will be désad.
The first two case studies are urban strategidsatteacurrently underway in Sichuan, in differetatass of
implementation. All three examples share the comrttwead of employing a new approach towards
redevelopment which is based on the changing oétie®omies of landscape, as well as being modebs fo
new urban form and new urban economy. Eco-touasthits alternative form of urbanism can be adopted
by both China at large and in other parts of theldveurrently undergoing the massive pressure of
urbanization. First, the Wolong Masterplan strategil be discussed within the framework of ecolyi
infrastructure applied in master planning strategfer reconstruction. Secondly, the planning and
development of an entire new city, “New Beichuarill we examined. A model sustainable city or “New
Harmonious (Green) Social Village”, the construetamd design of Beichuan is currently being overdse
the Chinese Academy of Urban Planning and Desigki)€D). Here, ecological infrastructure takes oa th
new urban form as ecology and the environment aogiized as part of the new urban economy. mBnal
the paper will examine the outcomes of a collaldegadtudio held between the University of Southrigi®
(USF) School of Architecture and Community Desi@ACD) in collaboration with Tongji University
planning students from the College of Architectugeban Design and Planning, and the director fer th
Dujiangyan Studio for the Wenchuan Earthquake Relnel Reconstruction plan held in the early part of
July 2009. Three schemes by three teams of staigenpose the development of a new model for usbani
that is a rural-urban integration which valorizeslegy and the environment.

1. WOLONG MASTER PLAN —A “NEGATIVE APPROACH" ®

The Wolong area was one of the most impacted byetréhquake with its close proximity to the
earthquake’s epicenter. The term “wo-long” mearm®Utching dragon”, which is an allusion to the sdcr
Dragon Hills that provided security for numeroudlages in China. The villages in the area were
permanently erased by the land and mudslides twatred after the quake. The Wolong Nature Reserve
for Giant Pandas, established in 1963 by the Chirggsvernment, was also heavily impacted by the
earthquake. The nature reserve houses more thHarhigly endangered giant pandas. Much of their
habitat, bamboo, was destroyed by mud and landslid€urrently, the master planning for a large
resettlement project for the Wolong villages isngeimplemented underway. Additionally, the giaahgas
in the nature reserve have been temporarily retdcatith strategies planned for the restorationhefirt
habitat.

Each province has been charged by the Central &higevernment with the financial responsibility to
fund the redevelopment and the rebuilding of aipaler affected area. The Wolong area redevelopmen
and the Giant Panda Nature Reserve restoratioheiing funded by Hong Kong. The master plan isdein
planned by Peking University and the Chanan AcadantyCenter for Ecological Research and the private
firm of Turrenscape. The redevelopment takes afogical urbanism or a “negative approach” to arba
growth and form by identifying and designating spéar ecological infrastructure and natural systéinss,
an inversion of current urbanization practices inin@ which put the projection of population and the
planning of civil infrastructure, roads and grateyns first and the planning for landscape andogazal

Z paraphrased from Charles Waldheim in the Landsdapanism reader.
® The phrase “negative approach” has been coinglébfirm Turrenscape and Kongjian Yu.
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systems last. The scheme ascribes value to ecalagimediation and landscape as a placeholdenasva
urban form, resultant from a new form of econonijjhe negative approach has its roots in the penttic
planning practices of feng-shui which “gives priprio the natural patterns and processes of Qiatbye
This is a significant inversion to the planning aaban schemes put forth and instilled in national
consciousness during the Mao Zedong Era. Mao ittae pre-scientific feng- shui and the moreitsal
and symbiotic relationship of nature over man amterrevolutionary and backward thinking. Muchthod
Soviet-style planning conducted during Mao’s erasviaked the industrialization of cities and rural
landscapes and included no development of ecologitastructure or sustainability. In the contextpost-
disaster reconstruction, the scheme takes the tpytyr to re-assess and, ultimately, to retool and
reconfigure prior development patterns in the aireduding the unplanned and informal urbanizafiothe
mountains. The strategy mitigates the impact ef bhilding footprint on, and valorizing economiefs o
ecology as a redevelopment and reconstructioreglyatThe master plan scheme aggregates urbamiatio
designating core areas that are not allowed tebeilt upon, thus permitting natural processescttupthat,

in turn, remediate damaged ecologies and landsegpeifically for the Giant Panda habitat. Thigragate
approach consolidates several of the villages liatger resettlement areas, relocating farmers latger
housing blocks. The economies of landscape shitha area transitions from one of agriculture ¢o-e
tourism focused on the Giant Panda habitat. Ranizhtion is focused on protecting the local celtand
vernacular landscape, including reconstruction disas local materials. The redevelopment of tharuand
natural landscape is divided into three zones:

« Core Area— the primary habitats for the giant pandas.

« Buffer Zones —the areas around the core, which are potentialfyoimant for protecting the core

habitat and creating linkages that connect two arenof the sources.

e Eco-tourism and resettlement areas- the most urbanized areas, which will house #gon’s

human population.

Core Area. The Wolong Nature Reserve itself and its associgiaat panda habitat and travel corridors
have been identified as theore area and has now been designated as an ecological mycavea. Its
restoration will be the first phase of the ovelatidscape master plan. The area will be returndtd twatural
ecological processes, enabling the restoratiohefdrest, natural vegetation, and bamboo thatritieal to
giant panda survival. In this core area, humagrigntion will be eliminated and vegetation regiorawill
occur. Villagers will not be permitted to be redduin this core area. Only those with special pésnfor
giant panda research will be allowed to travel ittd@he current research facility and clinic wittthe core
area will be moved to the city of Dujianyan.

Buffer Zone. A buffer zone will be placed between the urbanigeskttiement area and the core area.
While the main Giant Panda Protection ResearcheCeartd Disease Control Clinic will be relocated to
Dujianyan city, seven smaller centers will be rébwithin this buffer zone, in addition to new obsation
centers.

Eco-Tourism and Resettlement Area. The area outside the buffer zone will be useddsettlement of
local villagers. An aggregate approach to urbammatvill consolidate several of the villages intrder
urban resettlement areas. Villagers who were pusliyofarmers (particularly those living in the uppe
mountain villages) will have their farming land<le@med by the government and will be relocated int
apartment blocks in the new resettlement. Sucth tanlamation and aggregation and farmer relocasiam
keeping with the Chinese government’s larger “Nearrhionious Social Village” policy. Corridors where
mud and landslides would be likely to occur duranfuture earthquake will be set aside as no-dewetop
areas. A Nature and Earthquake Museum, with a ncajmponent dedicated to the giant pandas will béso
built. By laying down ecological infrastructure the fundamental building block of the master plzatural
processes are allowed to occur which remediatgdufition to acting as placeholders that can have an
alternative use as evacuation corridors in casthanearthquake is to occur. The scheme likewgggnis to
re-establish the interdependent relationship beiwean and nature implicit in traditional Chinesarpling
practices.

2.NEW BEICHUAN-THE “NEW HARMONIOUS (GREEN) SOCIAL VIL LAGE” AND ECO-
TOURISM

Background
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The former city of Beichuan, capital and the sefagavernment of Beichuan County, was the city
located in the earthquake epicenter and thus cdetpléecimated and permanently erased by the Mg 20
earthquake that occurred there. Yuli was the forcaital of Beichuan county before the 1950ies thed
launching of the People’s Republic of China. Theads a historic one which has historically sudtefrom
a lack of land due to its mountainous location.icBean consisted of scattered urbanization andtimdib
settlement in its mountainous regions. Plannirg) @celerated implementation are currently underfoay
the construction of the new and relocated city eiiNBeichuan. The population and city of old Beghis
being relocated to a location further removed fribi mountain where there is more land. The previou
model of old Beichuan’'s urbanism was decentraliaed scattered across the landscape and of lower
density. Farmers lost their farming land and hewfer the earthquake. Loss of housing humbevedes
1000-5000 which included peasant’s land. The witolenty of Beichuan is trying to resettle as a whol
area. The resettlement village is agglomerativar tland in a compact centralized scheme simdathe
strategy being employed in Wolong. The new citlf ke for 50,000 inhabitants and proposes a compac
city scheme that is an urban agglomeration of éverl destroyed villages, into a compact city sehevith
greater intensity of density. The province of Stary is funding the project. Construction of thiy &
occurring and its accelerated implementation hasnapletion date slated for two years time. Addisilby,
an international competition for a new governmeniiding, library and earthquake memorial park is
currently underway which is transformative to thgion and that contributes to the shifts to the nevan
form being driven by the new urban economy of &mriwhich necessitates the prioritization, valoraat
and subsequent remediation of the environment.

Chinese Government Policy the “New Harmonious (Gre® Social Village”
“Green Leap Forward”*

The predominant focus has been on the reconstruofithe area and of homes with a shift from on an
economy driven by industrialization and degradatamfnthe environment to one which valorizes the
environment and whose master plan seeks to rereeifiatHead of State and Chairman of the Peoples
Republic, Hu Jintao, has proclaimed that Beichw@nthe city worst impacted by the earthquake, béll
rebuilt as a model city of sustainability, servamga precedent for the rest of China. The imptinatof this
policy shift towards the environment are particlylasignificant if one considers the impact of effee
implementation of large scale urbanization by tbevgr of a top down, centralist communist authadrieat
government can have as can be evidenced acrosa i@Hight of its rapid urbanization. This begingiof a
shift in Chinese policy and urbanization strateg@sards a new urban form and thinking is coined by
Tsinghua Fullbright scholar Julian Wong as the ‘&ré&eap Forward” or the” Chinese Green Revolution”.
As Wong describes on his blog, the term is a playhe Great Leap Forward, thecbnomic and social plan
used from 1958 to 1960 which aimed to use China& population to rapidly transform mainland China
from a primarily agrarian economy dominated by peasarmers into a modern, industrialized communist
society, now widely seen, both within and outsideChina, as an major economic (and environmental)
disaster® He contrasts the Green Leap Forward as “an engmiovement to harness and combine the
powerful forces of smart policy, sustainable finaand green technologies to steer China's redeootoeny
onto a more ecologically and socially sustainalsith® Eco-cities have a relatively short history in @hi
beginning with Dongtan and Huangbaiyu. Dongtacityafor 500,000 people, lying to the north of Sphai
on the island of Chongning, was designed by Arup spearheaded by the Shanghai Industrial Investment
Corporation and Huangbaiyu designed by William MoBugh have both been perceived as unsuccessful
urban models and failures. While construction om@an was halted due to the arrest of the mayor of
Shanghai on corruption charges, Huangbaiyu has pesrived as a failure as it is not integrative ithe
daily lives of the end users, additionally, theséirig ecological structure and urban form that basn
imposed upon it does not address the local ecorsonfithe area. There are other more promisingcéts
such as the Sino-Signaporian collaboration for jifia@ity eco-city for 300,000 people.

Green Design Strategies across a spectrum of scatesl Green Systems

* This term has been coined by Tsinghua Fullbrighbkar Julian Wong.
5 Julian Wong
®1BID
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Beichuan’s urban form is organized around ecoldgichanism principles across a spectrum of scales.
The policy towards redevelopment of urban form Wwhjgreserves the local cultural and vernacular
landscapes, in addition to valorizing and subsequemediation of the environment, is the basist®hiew
urban economy. Other cities are reconstructingitdmge areas” or vernacular urban form modeled dlfte
Qing vernacular- an ethnic minority indigenoustie airea. Current economies of industry are tiangig
to those of light industry, agglomerated and céaigd, as opposed to their current decentralizatioross
the landscape. The new urban form and econominteeconnected and transformative as the new urban
form valorizes the economies of landscape. Theaengadan integrates a dedicated green system kbaate
the principle river spine which travels through dity and that interconnects to a network of greemidors
or “green fingers” to a system of park systemscivhiun north-south throughout the city in provide
corridors for wind cross ventilation, a tenet @fditional Chinese planning principles. Housing istories
high with an FAR of 1.4. Houses share common yamdkhave access to green fingers which conneat the
to park systems that are within walking distance accessible as opposed to private yards. Sevktlaése
green systems have the dual ability and purposetirig as dedicated evacuation corridors and opaoces
place-holders in the event of another earthquak8trong green transportation policies are being
implemented, including green buses as well as destichike infrastructure. While car ownership satus
symbol of the emergent Chinese middle class, thdlde some limitation made on using cars in Beigih.
The new city is built further from the mountains @mew site which is deemed safer in the evenhofteer
earthquake.

Deindustrialization and “Green Branding”

Historically, Sichuan was part of the so-called tf@hFront”, a designated division given by Mao
Zedong in the 1960ies to the rural hinterland amdrior of southwest of China. China at this timas
divided into three fronts which ascribed a massbrenese development of industrial bases and mylitar
complexes in the rural southwestern hinterlandtdués strategic interiorized condition. The “Eiront”
was located along the eastern coastline and wasahtine with the Soviet Union who the Chinesarfed
attack from and possibility of. The current implions for this are the presence of a number dcdethe
complexes in the area which are to be addresstn inew urban form and the new urban economy. afis p
of the long-term master plan, the existing heawusiry will be de-industrialized and effectively-de
commissioned as the region has been determinedtasuitable for polluting as it is being retoolesl @
tourist site. The master plan valorizes the ecdesmf ecology-valorized due to tourist potentidthe
scheme looks at the implementation of a zero canewrtral footprint with the energy that is expenbtethg
100% renewable. The idea of a “carbon neutralpidat’ serves as a “branding” for the entire counfy
Beichuan, and the concept that each county wileteadifferent “green character” or “green brandségn
to have a huge potential for generating income ftoarism. Current reform to energy strategiestidel
forbidding the use of coal and the harnessing afrdnypower generated from the river which now comes
through the city. In the case where hydro powessdwt generate enough energy, heating will bergete
using biomass through the use of crop residue drfdrest waste. The cleaning up of water systems i
deemed critical as is the treatment of current eveater systems and the disposal of solid wastes.
Significant to this project, and unlike the Wolomgster plan, the Beichuan scheme begins to intetjnat
“negative approach” across a spectrum of scalekjdmg that of housing. Houses are to be builGteen
Building standards. A number of traditional métksr are used such as bamboo, rocks, and locadtsbric
While the province has a staple of natural res@iofebamboo, it is deemed not an appropriate natteri
use for more than two stories. Architects suchagmidese architect Shigeru Ban and his colleagugnde
based Japanese architect Hironari Matsubara, lipitiesearched and made some proposals for housing
using reclaimed paper tubing disposes of by thénBic factories making cloth. Several vernacular
prototypes of housing are being integrated albitt greater density, such as that of the courtyanith has
a natural cooling quality to it.

3. REDEVELOPMENT OF DUJIANGYAN AND JUYUAN DISTRICT-TH E LINPAN AS A NEW
MODEL OF URBANISM

The final precedent examines the design researchnoimtegrated urban-rural urbanism model and
outcome of a collaborative studio held between 33ED and Tongji CAUPD held during July 2009. The
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studio was a Sino-American collaboration betwedran design and
planning students from both schools. Three teaomposed of both
American and Chinese students were asked to desigew model of
urbanism for the proposed new city, Juyuan Distsictith of Dujiangyan
City. The objectives of the studio were to prepareanalysis of the
current conditions, as well as to provided a nesiovi by creating a new
rural-urban model of urbanism and provide a nevioxidy creating a
new model, the “Dujiangyan model” as a viable netan spatial model
that could possibly be adopted by the Chinese Guowent. This new
urban model could possibly be implemented in theesapirit as various
other alternative urban models that have been mmghted by the
Chinese governments with unique spatial conditiansl new urban
forms such as the “Village in the City-Shenzhen1QY urban model
where the farmland is maintained at the centerhef dity due to the
farmers’ land rights and the high density of thevets that surround the
city. ‘

Tongji University Design Institute is currently aiiged with the
master planning for the redevelopment of Dujiangaly and a new city
to the south of this, Juyuan district, which ifconnected to Chengdu
by a high-speed rail infrastructure currently undenstruction which
will link the two locations in a strategic corridalevelopment. The
design strategy for its new urban form prioritizesology and the
environment as its new urban economy and a gemeoftoew urban
form. Tongji Institute held an invited ideas cortitien last year for the
design and redevelopment of the area which incluelgities from 9
international teams plus one team from Tongji. $tieemes focused on
post-disaster reconstruction through a range afdgrincluding: urban-
rural integration; urban agglomeration strategiespmpact and .
centralized city planning; water systems and d&gstevention through
ecological planning.

Ecological unit-the linpan urbanism model
Students were briefly introduced to the body of kvoegarding the g
earthquake and its impact on the area, in additidhe general situation
of disaster relief work and reconstruction plan @djiangyan City.
Students examined an ecological urbanism approacapplied to the
model of urbanization in the 11 day workshop tlmegytparticipated in.
Students were asked to consider their interverditcnoss a spectrum of S
scales, including creating a new regional identifythe new city, in
addition to its “green branding” as a strategic -smarism node eco-
tourists visit the protected giant panda reserved panda breeding Figurel Reg. map  of
research base, in addition to the UNESCO world thgei site of Dujiangyan City and Juyuan
Dujiangyan and its Irrigation System Works. Studesiso understood District
the scales of landscapes and territories of theipze and, historically, Figure2 Linpan distribution.
its interdependent relationship to the patterrhefindividual settlements Figure3  Vertical  Linpan
and spatial relations. Sichuan is a province whetaple was integrated with vertical urban
traditionally that of agriculture based on the gmsion of a sophisticated agriculture
system of irrigation channels. Figure 4 Linpan patchwork

The landscape plain is dotted by irrigation canahd small
settlements. Settlements occur in an aggregatagat” form which is dotted across a patchwork and
forested landscape. The “linpan model” is an agglration of 4-5 vernacular farmhouses per ecofbgic
unit. The linpan unit has its landscape and tayits delineated by irrigation channels cut arothelurban
agglomeration that delineates land tenure and lm&d  One single stalk row of corn delineatésnae
around this territory. The workshop began from phemise of developing a new urban model for pdssib
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implementation by the Chinese government, one whitdressed the design of a new urban-rural infegrat
model of urbanism. The linpan was introduced talatits as a viable spatial organizing unit for a newan
model for the city, an urban ecological unit dihecterived from the local vernacular land use,
interconnected together through an interdependetfationship between the economic and ecologic
conditions. Students were encouraged to look atenefficient land-use typologies in their new
development. They began from the linpan as thecbagjanizing unit for the city. Linpans as an urba
model, lend themselves to centralized urban agglatiog and the creation and managing of a buffelezo
between the linpan with transportation, includindealicated bike infrastructure linking the linpanuoban
clusters together. In China, the division betwearal and urban was historically 80-20%, government
policies during the Mao period maintaining it astsu In what is being called largest migration iarlgd’s
history, it is projected that by the year 2020 thigiire will have flipped to be 80%-20% urban-rurdt is
significant that, up until a few years ago, Chinaswself-sufficient in its food production. Wittsit
unprecedented urbanization and the eating up ofab# agricultural land, China was forced to begin
importing food for the first time in its history.

Students Schemes

All three teams schemes’ proposed a new way ohdivihat provided a continuum and that was
integrative between ecology, environment and hghatad in opposition to the current dialectic ofadws.
urban, proposing, instead, a rural-urban modele fféw economic model and urban model, would beobne
agri and eco-tourism. The linpan was proposedtassiec ecologic unit and urban model intrinsicéithked
to the local economy, related to the area’s agucal spatial history.

All three schemes seek to minimize the urban impadhe new development on the site through the

development of a new rural-urban model based omtaiaing the structural and ecological unit of the
linpan, which is to integrate it into the strateg@mnomic development of the new city. Student&dd at
local landscape economies which could be integraiexithe master planning such as dedicated bamboo
reserves (providing food to the giant panda ecoidou economy), as well as other landscapes of local
economies.
The new urban-rural model is derived from that feé tinpan unit, integrated efficiency, in addititm
compact, centralized planning with green buffeet #re maintained between the linpan and whiclbased
on its inherent vernacular model. It is hoped thit new form of urbanism can provide a new mauohel an
effective integration between the rural-urban mpdeiving as a precedent for efficiency, compaahmping
and productive landscapes.

The Vertical Linpan

One scheme investigated the concept of the “vérticpan”, which integrated the concept of urban
agriculture into a vertical urbanism, with an irgigm of concentrated, compact density in towerstied on
the footprint of the linpan, separated by the radtarder of green buffers provided by the linpardelo
Another scheme integrates the concept of “habitatg which seeks to blur the line between architect
urbanism and landscape. The urban ecologicaladitite linpan combines the space of living, workargl
relaxing.

Conclusions from the Workshop

In conclusion, based on the findings presentedhieythree different teams at the termination of the
workshop, it was determined that a new urbanismehfat China can emerge- the “Dujianyan model” or
“ru-buranism”, one which is an integrated urbaratunodel and one that put puts landscape and ggolo
first. Integrated is the concept of the environtreerd ecology as a new currency and new economyewnd
urban model. The urban model and new urban formfigmed by the unique regional, rural and cultural
landscapes of the area, including the irrigatiomksraand local traditions that still speak of thedband
regional identity. Productive vernacular landssapee to be integrated into the urban design, esoaal
economies and economies of landscape. The linpastibns as an urban or ecological unit which cftbe
ability for urban clusters that have concentratettiluses and functions, which are connected togbthe
series of networks of transportation separated fegrg spaces acting as buffer zones for possiblanurb
agriculture. These green buffers or corridors @lan serve a dual purpose of evacuation routeseircase
of future earthquakes, as they can also serveragdas for animal habitats.

197



OVERALL CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, it is believed that within the corttef the rapidly urbanizing China, that a new urba
form can be interdependent on the new economindécape which valorize the environment as "&atit
new model of urban form and development and pradtic urban design and planning”. The case studies
examined in this paper are being applied in posagier reconstruction in Sichuan province and sasve
useful precedents towards this implementation acaospectrum of scales. It is hoped that the nbaru
economy of eco-tourism, and thus ecological urlmanisill serve as a useful precedent and modelHer t
development of an alternative urban form that camadiopted both by China at large and in other pdutise
world currently undergoing massive pressures ofamidation at unprecedented scales which are
predominantly unsustainable and whose design gtestelo not yet address its impact on natural leaguks
and ecological systems. The new policy shift talsahe “Green Leap Forward” can be both top dowh an
bottom up. The implementation of the New Sociale@) Harmonious Village can retool local economies
into new economies and new urban form that valottiee environment its remediation and preservation.
New urban models such as the integration of thalsunban dichotomy, in addition to looking at aftate
models of urbanism or prototypes such as the vataatinpan model and the integration of eco-taurere
useful precedents. These models begin to addnessritical issues such as maintaining local idgrdnd
traditions with the new needs of urbanization ineav spatial form which mitigates the impact of thiban
footprint on the environment.
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